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2019 71 —

Distinguished Minister,

The i F ion of Actors rep ' trade unions, guilds and

in about 70 in a world of content and
emenammem it stands for fair social, economic and moral rights for hundreds of thousands
of performers working in all recorded media and live theatre.

FIA deplores the limited ambition and scope of the recent reform tackling workplace bullying
and harassment in Japan. In particular, FIA is very concerned about the narrow focus of these
provisions, which appear to be limited to employed workers.

In a supplementary resolution, the reform calls on the Japanese government to also address
the situation of ind and other workers, on the basis of the
Law on Equal Employment Opportunities.

FIA wishes to stress that protection from violence and harassment at work is a fundamental
human right that cannot be limited to certain kinds of workers, based on the nature of their
employment relationship.

Performers are very skilled workers but they are also extremely vulnerable. They are driven
by passion and the desire to bring their stories to an audience. Facing fierce competition,
with no job security and a highly unpredictable career, they depend on a few gatekeepers to
audition and be selected for their next role. And yet, their vital contribution to cultural
diversity, content production and the overall 1y cannot be i d.
International media has recently exposed some of the worse abusive practices that
performers have to withstand on a daily basis simply to be able to work, due to opaque and
unregulated environments. This, of course, is also the case in Japan.

The forthcoming ILO C« i ing the of Violence and Harassment in
the World of Work, with which Japan is seeking to comply, clearly applies to all workers,
ir ive of their status, and ack ledges their tion against all forms

of harassment —including gender-based — as a fundamental human right.

By excluding performers and other weakly-positioned, self-employed workers from the scope
of the reform, Japan is currently suggesting that they may deserve a lesser degree of
protection — merely based on an employment status that is, in most cases, not of their
choosing.

‘We therefore urge you, in the strongest possible terms, to ensure that the fundamental
rights enshrined in this Convention are granted to all workers in your country and to commit
to any additional reform that may be necessary to this end.

Anything less would fall short of these new international standards and undermine the
human dignity of hundreds of thousands of atypical werkers in your country, performers
included.

Yours truly,

Ky —————

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF ACTORS

EESEEN/NT A XV FHIEE
WRICE BB T2 &EAD

T e M .
\ r Takumi Nemoto
'\\v )362\ Minister of Health, Labour
b and Welfare
¢ 2-2 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 100-8916

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES ACTEURS Japan

Brussels, May 6, 2019
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JAPAN CANNOT LOCK DOWN

FOR LEGAL REASONS

@® | got a cancellation charge

— @® | got practical charges for cancellation

I've never received a cancellation fee

2



thejapantimes Q = JAPANTODAY <
Entertainment
NATIONAL . .
. Anime voice actors need
Many actors in Japan loans; face 'dangerous

Struggling amid Ievels Of.poverty' during
. pandemic, union says
coronavirus outbreak SN S

i Jofs)v]=]

By Casey Baseel, SoraNews24

BO0H0 (L RBREANLDS, Eapras | | - L : _ :
AR, 2597073088, ToRRtE. T 1 4 TOKYO — Alot of otaku will tell you

1CH AR YR V0 BRL FROE M 1! that anime is essential for their emotional
LTEELEN 4 7RICHANHHENEREIE e et

52117, BRLH0ER ‘ - : : well-being, but animated entertainment
| ﬁ TH otf)g(mrabkﬁﬁ@m i T still falls outside the realm of the sort of

) g 1 essential business activities health
officials are talking about when they're
discussing coronavirus countermeasures.
So as the country adjusts to life under the
pandemic, voice actors and actresses are
being hit hard, according to the Japan

Actors Union.
91

A notice of canceled performances is displayed at a
theater in Osaka on April7.| KYODO



HOW MUCH HAS YOUR INCOME

CHANGED SINCE FEBRUARY?

. Same

. Less than 50%

No income

. | don’t know



DID YOU APPLY FOR A GRANT FROM
THE AGENCY FOR CULTURAL AFFAIRS?




THE NUMBER OF SUICIDES HAS INCREASED

15.3%. AND THE WOMEN MAKE UP 60% OF THAL.
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NIRA NEws 24

30 percent of surveyed Japanese
actors/voice actors admit to suicidal
thoughts due to work

§.@ Katy Kelly / Nov 5, 2020

“Celebrities are under constant scrutiny on social media, and though they are subject to
intense stress such as stringent food and sleep restrictions, they lack the resources or
networks to discuss these problems. This means their anxieties intensify and in the worst
cases, it can lead fo suicide.”

This year has seen the tragic passing of actors like Haruma Miura, Sei Ashina, and Yuko
Takeuchi, as well as high profile reality TV star Hana Kimura. The current pandemic has
exacerbated poor mental health for many people, especially young people, and the Japan
Actor’s Union is choosing to assist actors’ difficulties in specific by setting up a mental

health discussion resource for their members.

While some online responded to the news with bitterness and a lack of sympathy, presumably
due to facing hardship at their own workplaces, one commenter had this to say:

“Work is a means of earning money, nothing more. Japanese saociety is getting seriously

messed up if it's making you want to die.”

While it can be difficult to reach out, especially when you are in a precarious societal position
like a celebrity, talking through problems with a trusted friend is a good start; and remember to
check in on and show kindness to other people in turn, especially if they don’t seem to be

doing so well.

If you or someone you know is in Japan and having suicidal thoughts, there are people here to

help. Click here for more info.

Source: NHK News via My Game News Flash
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FIA

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF ACTORS
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALEDES ACTEURS

STATEMENT ON THE CATASTROPHIC IMPACT OF EMERGENCY HEALTH MEASURES TO
CONTAIN THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK ON THE ALREADY PRECARIOUS
LIVELIHOODS OF PERFORMERS IN JAPAN

The International Federation of Actors (FIA) and the International Federation of Musicians (FIM),

together representing hundreds of thousands of professional performers in the live performance
sector and the recording industry, are deeply concerned as the preventive measures taken by the
Japanese government to contain the spread of COVID19 are causing many shows to be cancelled

without offering Japanese performers any form of support to offset their income loss.

Performers in Japan are by and large independent contractors —a status that is mostly not of their
own choosing. As such, they already pay a dire price to exercise their profession as they are unfairly
denied fundamental labor and social rights’ protection that are mostly confined, in Japanese law, to
workers with a traditional, open-ended employment contract. Japanese performers are de facto
considered, and treated like, individual companies — despite the fact that they have little or no say
over their own terms and conditions.

Taking safety measures to prevent the outbreak of COVID19 is of course imperative. Many lives are
at stake and economic interests should not prevail over the safety of human beings. For such
reason, large gatherings of people, such as those typically found at concerts or theatrical
performances, are to be handled with care and, where they become a risk factor, they may
temporarily be banned.

Whilst we do not question this, the fact is that performers are losing jobs and income and, being
already in a very precarious situation, they are left with no resources to make ends meet.

None of the relief measures announced by the Japanese government reportedly apply to freelance
performers — from subsidies for working parents taking time off to care for children affected by
nationwide school closures to (ironically) extra funding for small and medium-sized enterprises.

FIA and FIM wholeheartedly support the Japanese Actors’ Union and the Japanese Musicians’
Union as they call for appropriate measures to help all those financially hit by those measures
remain financially afloat throughout this unprecedented crisis.

Regardless of their professional status, performers also deserve to be supported as their ability to
earn a fair income from their artistic work is greatly affected — and in many ways prevented — by
these emergency health measures.

Kind regards,

MM\% )‘&Mk M,ﬁ

Benait Machuel

General Secretary of FIM
benoit.machuel@fim-
musicians.org

Dominick Luquer
General Secretary of FIA
dluquer@fia-actors.com
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Mr. TAMURA Norhisa
Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare

1-2-2 Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 100-8916
Japan

Brussels, October 30, 2020

Distinguished Minister,

Re: Desperate state of freelance workers in the arts and entertainment sector in
Japan

We are writing to you as we are alarmed by the critical situation that performers
and other freelance workers in the media and entertainment industry are
enduring today as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic and the severe measures
taken in Japan to contain the spread of the virus.

Whilst we obviously understand that these measures are essential to save lives,
we are concerned about their far-reaching implications for thousands of
independent contractors in our industry who have no access to wage support
schemes and other forms of financial assistance, including sick pay, that are
granted to regular employees in Japan to uphold their income and help them
pay their bills.

Freelance actors, musicians and technical crew, indeed the majority of the
workers we represent in Japan, are paying a heavy price for these measures:
thousands of productions have been cancelled, or suspended at best, and the
revenues that our members dearly counted on to make it to their next
engagement have vanished. None of our members have been compensated for
this financial loss.

FIA, FIM afid UNI MEI stand in solidarity with their affiliatéd unions in Japan,
respectively JAU, MUJ and MINPO ROREN. We urge the Japanese government to f
hear their desperate call and promptly extend meaningful support measures to

all freelance workers in the media and entertainment sector during this crisis.

Yours truly,

Foumely—a 4{1.5‘ &

Dominick Luguer enoit Machuel Johannes Studinger
General Secretary of FIA  Genetal Secretary of FIM  Head of UNI MEI
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}?\ SAG-AFTRA.

;{\ SAG-AFTRA.

Recommended (S’ 47 7?“6%
Standards for

Qualifications,
Training & Vetting g\*
of Intimacy >
Coordinators KNOW. YOUR. RIGHTS.

THE 2020 SAG-AFTRA CONTRACTS
INCLUDE MANY NEW RIGHTS FOR ACTORS
SHOOTING NUDE OR SEMI-NUDE SCENES,
SIMULATED SEX SCENES AND INTIMATE SCENES.
HERE’S A HANDY RUNDOWN OF SOME OF THE
PROTECTIONS NOW AFFORDED TO PERFORMERS.
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CANADIAN CREATIVE INDUSTRIES
hFFIDZERRIZEITS

CODE OF CONDUCT 1THhi#y
TO PREVENT AND RESPOND TO HARASSMENT,
DISCRIMINATION,BULLYING AND VIOLENCE

NFGRADE - EZR - LWL - RAZBNTHIET B0

The Canadian Creative Industries Code of Conduct confirms our commitment to safe and respectful workplaces and to an industry free of harasment including sexual harassment,

diserimination, bullying and violence.

Harassment can take many forms including unwanted sexual attention, inappropriate jokes or texts, threats, and other unwaelcome verbal, written, visual or physical

‘communication or conduct.

Everyone has a responsibility to build safe and respectful workplaces.

Harassment, discrimination, bullying and violence can affect individuals at every level of the industry, Promoting increased gender equality and diversity is one way to break

down barriers and reduce or eliminate these behaviors,

The principles e1poused I tis Cade are applicable 10 all work and workerelated environrents These can include but are natlimi- ed 1o, udlions o catting maetings, fob

nterviaws ndurry o vert, fesivels, awards, compeny functans, producton srulos and 1af (whethar local o remetel, offices and reheartal and performance vamer,

Signtorte 1o s Code willead by excrmple by upholding e higheststandards of respect, ancouraging e good.falth e poring of complalnt concerning harasient,

dicrmination, bulling ond violence and coope eting In the Invesigation of such complalns
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READ
THE
COD

www.readthecode.ca

CANADIAN CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

CODE OF CONDUCT

TO PREVENT AND RESPOND TO HARASSMENT, DISCRIMINATION,

BULLYING AND VIOLENCE

The Canadian Creative Industries Code of Conduct confirms our commitment to safe and respectful workplaces and to an industry
free of h including sexval h bullying and viclence.

discrinilatt

Harassment can take many forms includi sexuval ion, inappropriate jokes or texts, threats, and other unwelcome
verbal, written, visual or physical communication or conduct.

Everyone has a responsibility to build safe and respectful workplaces.

Harassment, discrimination, bullying and violence can affect individuals at every level of the industry. Promoting increased gender
equality and diversity is one way to break down barriers and reduce or eliminate these behaviours.

The principles espoused in this Code are applicable to all work and work-related environments. These can include but are not limit-
ed to, auditions or casting meetings, job interviews, industry events, festivals, awards, company functions, production studios and sets
(whether local or remote), offices and rehearsal and performance venues.

Signatories to this Code will lead by example by upholding the highest standards of respect, encouraging the good-faith reporting

inthe 1 of such lai

of complaints concerning harassment, discrimination, bullying and violence and

In adhering to this Code of Canduct, Signatory organizations agree to take the following steps as applicable fo identify and

address including sexval ying and
= Enact policies and prm:edums that maintain zero tolerance for harassment, bullying and vicl ;
*  Designate people in the workpl laints of h discrimination, bullying and viclence;

to receive

and of

*  Provide a timely process for the i

* Implement proportional consequences for violations; and

*  Protect from retaliation or reprisal those individuals who in good faith allege violations of anti A
violence policies and procedures.

Ireabl,

In imple ing the above, Si; will take the following steps, as

* Ensure everyone in the workplace is aware of anti-harassment, discrimination and violence policies and procedures;

* Encourage people to set and respect personal boundaries and engage in consent-based interactions;

*  When work requires physical contact or scenes of nudity, intimacy or violence, adhere to applicable respectful workplace poli-

cies and collective agreement obligations;

Provide safe places where work may be performed for example, by not requiring individuals to attend meetings alone or in

spaces such as private hotel rooms, etc.; and

*  Encourage instructors, teachers, coaches and those providing training in the industry to adhere to this Code and share its princi-
ples with their students.

ublo steps to quickly address substantiated complaints of work-

Signatories to this Code of Conduct agree to take all ap lii
il ol Such steps may include the following:

place h luding sexval discrimi and
*  Requiring remedial action such as counselling and /or training;

* Disciplinary action (as per collecti and individual
it or ion of employ and/or b
human rights legislati

union, guild and workplace policies) including

hip; or

'S, SUSE
* Legal action as per laws

12 Sep 2021
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