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Mr. TAMURA Norhisa
Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare

1-2-2 Kasumigaseki

Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 100-8916

6 Japan

Brussels, October 30, 2020

Distinguished Minister,

Re: Desp state of f rkers in the arts and entertainment sector in
Japan

We are writing to you as we are alarmed by the critical situation that performers
and other freelance workers in the media and entertainment industry are
enduring today as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic and the severe measures
taken in Japan to contain the spread of the virus.

Whilst we obviously understand that these measures are essential to save lives,
we are concerned about their far-reaching implications for thousands of
independent contractors in our industry who have no access to wage support
schemes and other forms of financial assistance, including sick pay, that are
granted to regular employees in Japan to uphold their income and help them
pay their bills.

Freelance actors, musiclans and technical crew, indeed the majority of the
workers we represent in Japan, are paying a heavy price for these measures:
thousands of productions have been cancelled, or suspended at best, and the
that our s dearly d on to make it to their next
Gag have hed. None of our bers have been ated for
this financial loss.

As a result, performers and other freelance workers in the media and
entertainment sector are living below the povenz threshold: a large majority of
them has seen their income drop by more than 50% since February this year,
and an alarming percentage is reporting living on zero income.

FIA, FIM and UNI ME! stand in solidarity with their atfiliated unions in Japan,
respectively JAU, MUJ and MINPO ROREN. We urge the Japanese government 1o
hear their desperate call and promptly extend meaningful support measures to
all freelance workers in the media and entertainment sector during this crisis.

Yours truly,
( \ | A
My — T l{ . (‘ -
hoaumal sV / 78 L
Dominick Luquer enoit Machuel Johannes Studi. "
General yofFlIA G al y of FIM  Head of UNI ME

CRLLT, FIER)
CHAlaa ANV ADNRTIvrl Z DK
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