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United Nations Amrc/s6/55/Add.1

7R\, General Assembl Distr.: General
\\/‘i f\j y 1 Mtay 2024
Sz

Original: English

Human Rights Council

Fifty-sixth session

18 June—12 July 2024

Agenda item 3

Promotion and protection of all human rights, civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights,
including the right to development

Visit to Japan

Report of the Working Group on the issue of human rights and
transnational corporations and other business enterprises*

Summary

The Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and
other business enterprises visited Japan from 24 July to 4 August 2023. The Working Group
was encouraged by the important advancements of Japan, including developing a national
action plan on business and human rights and issuing the Guidelines on Respecting Human
Rights in Responsible Supply Chains. However, challenges remain concerning the business
community’s capacity to understand and implement human rights due diligence across value
chains. The Working Group also expressed concern about the significant difficulties
observed in addressing deeply embedded harmful gender and social norms, which was
particularly evident in the workplace discrimination and harassment experienced by women,
Indigenous Peoples, Buraku people, persons with disabilities, migrant workers and
LGBTQI+ persons, among other groups. Government and business initiatives to promote
diversity and inclusion and to safeguard the rights of these at-risk groups are crucial moving
forward.
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